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HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Cholera outbreak response 

 Cholera outbreak hit the Dadaab Refugee Camps in Mid-November for the second time in the 
year 2015. As of 31st December, the outbreak has affected over 1,000 people and resulted into 
the loss of life for ten refugees. 

Dadaab has been through the rainy season, this time experiencing El Nino heavy rains during the 
months of November and December 2015. The first case of the current Cholera outbreak was 
reported on 18th November from Ifo 2 camp of a ten-year-old boy. Reportedly, the boy was 
playing in a stagnant pool and may have swallowed some of the water. He has since been treated 
and recovered. 

A Cholera outbreak control team of UNHCR, WASH and Health partner agencies, Ministry of 
Health and Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) was formed immediately after the first Cholera 
case was reported. 

Four Cholera treatment centres with more the 200 bed-capacity had been set up to respond to 
the outbreak. In addition, refugee leaders, WASH and Health committees and community at large 
have been actively engaged in these efforts and working alongside agencies in mitigating and 
controlling Cholera. 

Promoting hygiene and public awareness campaigns are the main parts of the broader response 
to mitigate the effects of rains and control further spread of the outbreak in camps. UNHCR and 
its partner agencies have been carrying out soap distribution, houses and latrine disinfection and 
hygiene promotion campaign across all the five camps. 

UNHCR and its partner agencies continue to educate children, parents and community about the 
risk of swimming in muddy water ponds in and around the camps, and backfilling of such pools - 
where it’s possible - has also been carried out. Local FM radio stations have been frequently 
airing community sensitization messages. To read more click here. 

Population as of 31 December 2015:   347,980                             

                                Refugees:  344,938 
                               Asylum seekers:  3,042 

UNHCR and its partner agencies have been carrying out soap distribution, house and latrine disinfection and hygiene promotion 
campaign across all the five Dadaab camps. Photo UNHCR/A. Nasrullah 

http://bit.ly/1TrRsft
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Sensitization workshop on prevention of violence and promotion 
of peaceful coexistence in Dadaab. 

UPDATES                                                                                                      
 Protection  

 Three days sensitization workshop on prevention of 
violence and promotion of peaceful coexistence was 
conducted for host community from 30th November to 2nd 
December. 195 persons participated in the training 
included former counsellors, ward mangers, chiefs, 
women groups, youths and respected clan elders. The 
training is expected to improve relationship between 
refugee and host community on protection and peaceful 
coexistence.  

Registration 

 During the reporting period, new born registration was 
carried out across all camps, 869 babies issued with birth 
certificates were registered; out of the 869 new born 
registered 37 were assigned in-situ (birth) status. As a 
result, compared to an annual performance target of 
15,550 children registered and issued documentation under regular birth registration procedure, a total of 10,646 
children have been registered as at 31st December 2015, representing 68.46% of progress towards the target. 

 76 new arrivals were registered by DRA and subsequently registered by UNHCR. The new arrivals registered were 
relocated cases from Nairobi who adduced the DRA registration forms while others were identified as vulnerable 
cases and were registered on protection grounds. 

Child Protection 

 An Inter-Agency monthly Best Interests Determination (BID) panel and Child Protection Working Group meeting was 
held on 2nd December. 21 cases of children with different protection needs of care arrangement, resettlement, 
voluntary repatriation, family reunification, discrimination and stigma, RSD among others were discussed and 
recommendation made. Highlights on BID process as a broader Chid Protection programming tool, BID process 
achievement, challenges and way forward were 
discussed.  

 The Civil Registrar issued a total of 4,466 civil 
documents (4,447 birth certificates/19 death 
certificates) during his mission that ended on 19th 
December. As at 31st December a total of 12,688 
birth certificates (6,415 male/6,273 female) have 
been issued against an annual target of 14,000. This 
represents a success rate of 90.3 % during the year 
2015. Challenges remain the mothers delivering at 
home (3,831 cases), typo errors and few cases of 
forgery of certificates to secure update of new-born 
babies. UNHCR continues to engage the Registrar to 
reduce/address such incidents. 

Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) 

 The closing of the 16 days of activism against Gender Based Violence was done on the 10th December.  As part of the 
16 days of activism marking, UNHCR conducted a training workshop on Prevention of Sexual Exploitation & Abuse 
(PSEA) for 70 religious leaders across the five camps.  It was aimed at involving Community leaders and opinion 
makers in the overall SGBV Strategy and to advocate against social injustices to rape and defilement, discrimination 
and stigma, early marriage, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and denial of education faced by women and girls in 
the refugee community. 

Refugee children from Dadaab camps. 
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 UNHCR participated in the training of about 79 G4S guards on PSEA and about 186 police officers from Dadaab areas 
and other border areas were also trained on basic international refugee law, national law as well as improvement in 
collaboration by highlighting the existing gaps, opportunities and strengthening future collaboration. The training 
was for the old and newly recruited police officers who had not been trained on refugee protection. 

Access to Legal Assistance/Justice 

 On 2nd and 3rd December, UNHCR participated in a court users workshop organized by the Judiciary through the 
Judicial Training Institute. Participants were trained on Alternative Justice System and alternative dispute resolution 
mechanisms and the Maslaha (reconciliation) system practiced by the Somalis. Government institutions, religious 
leaders, civil societies, women, youth and professional bodies were represented. 

Individual Case Management 

 In the course of December 2015, 559 individuals from all Dadaab five camps benefited from protection counselling. 
These individual cases included Resettlement, RSD inquiries, family reunification, requests for relocation to Kakuma, 
physical safety and legal support for SGBV and child protection and camp transfers. The cases were assessed, 
interventions made and/or referred for appropriate assistance. 

 On 2nd and 3rd December, 28 households comprising of 108 individuals of refugees and asylum seekers were 
relocated from Dadaab to Kakuma on the ground of family reunification. 

 Health 

 In the framework of reverse referral, Urologist consultant visited Dadaab. 46 patients were reviewed and 14 
surgeries/procedure performed. In the same framework, a consultant cardiologist visited Dadaab from 11th to 13th 
December. 84 patient from both refugee and host community benefitted from the review. 

 Maternal, Infant and Young Child Nutrition (MIYCN) training was conducted for 25 qualified health workers as from 
7th to 12th December. The objective of the training was to build the capacity of the health care staff on optimal 
MIYCN practices with a scope of improving service delivery. Sensitization session for MTMSGs (Mother to Mother 
Support Groups leaders) on optimal MIYCN (Maternal, Infant and Young Child Nutrition) practices. 

   Food Security and Nutrition 

 The general food distribution for the month was commenced on 1st December. It was completed successfully across 
all the five camps by 12th December with no major incident reported. 

  Water and Sanitation 

 During the month of December, on average, the daily water production from 29 operational boreholes was 10,640 
m3. On average, 24.8 litres of water was supplied per 
capita per day. Water is chlorinated at the boreholes 
and regularly monitored Free Residue Chlorine (FRC). 
Due to the ongoing cholera outbreak in the camps, 
chlorine dose at the boreholes was increased from 
1.0mg/l to 1.5mg/l to ensure that FRC at house hold 
level is improved. 

 During the reporting period, 168 Hygiene promoters 
were actively engaged in carrying out hygiene 
promotion campaigns in all camps. All hygiene 
promoters were fully engaged in cholera response 
across the camps to carry out soap distribution, 
community sensitization on good hygiene practices, 
visiting affected households and responding to WASH 
needs by addressing negative practices. 
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Abdulsalam, 12 and Faisal, 15 from Somalia washing their hands with 
soap as they take part in a hand washing campaign in Dadaab. 
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Four-year-old Somali Abdikadir smiled as his parents checked in 
for the flight that would take them home to Kismayo, Somalia. 

  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 UNHCR in collaboration with DRC, supported a group of eight refugee youths, for an exposure visit to iHub 
innovation Centre in Nairobi, on the 3rd December. The refugee youths who are engaged in ICT training in the 
camps, had an opportunity to interact with and observe innovation projects that are core to the Kenyan 
technological ecosystem. The group members, who represented many other youths in the camp, have, in 2015, 
undergone advanced ICT training on android mobile application/programming. During the exposure visit, they 
managed to interact with various innovative initiatives and organizations. 

While on the visit, the team also received advanced training sessions facilitated by experienced instructors from 
iHub on Android programming language and Human Centred Designing (HCD). The refugee learners exhibited their 
eagerness to learn and even mentioned that they are keen to advance their innovative knowledge and skills. The 
visit exposed the refugees to innovation, an aspect that would valuably contribute to solutions building in Dadaab 
camp.  

In 2016 and beyond, UNHCR and partners will enhance focus on advanced ICT training packages similar to what the 
refugees were exposed to. iHub committed their interest to continue facilitating similar trainings that will hopefully, 
ultimately spur innovation and creative solutions building among targeted refugees in Dadaab. 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the month of December, a total of 173 cases underwent resettlement case composition interviews. 51 cases 
interviewed and assessed for possible submission to resettlement various resettlement countries.  

 During the period under review, 79 cases comprising of 226 individuals were submitted to Branch Office Nairobi for 
onward resettlement. Since 1st January 2015, 1,750 individuals have been submitted for resettlement (including new 
born babies added on to cases already in the pipeline) countries. This is approximately 116 % of the 2015 annual 
target (of 1500 individuals). 

 A total of 108 individuals are confirmed to have departed Nairobi for onward resettlement to United States of 
America, Canada and Australia. Since 1st January 2015, 1,208 individuals have departed to resettlement countries. 

Voluntary Repatriation 

 The first repatriation flight to Baidoa, South West State of Somalia was organized on Monday, 7th December taking 
63 refugees from Dadaab camps which marked exactly one year since the first road convoy of Somali refugees left 
Dadaab for Somalia. 

 During the month of December, 248 returnees were 
assisted to return by flight to Mogadishu and Baidoa. In 
total and as of 31st December 2015, 6,101 Somali 
refugees returned home since 8th December 2014, when 
UNHCR started supporting voluntary return of Somali 
refugees in Kenya. 3,900 returned by road and 2,201 by 
air. 

A representative of Jubba land Commission of Refugees 
and Internally Displaced Persons Affairs visited Dadaab 
refugees between 16th and 17th December. The objective 
of the visit was to hold discussions with refugees from 
Jubba land region in Dadaab camps in connection with 
the Voluntary Repatriation process.  
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Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
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